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Systematically revised and rewritten throughout and updated to cover the impact ofÂ the Lisbon

Treaty, this highly-successful and ground-breaking text remains unique in analyzing the EU as a

political system using the methods of comparative political science.
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In the preface to 'The Political System of the European Union' the author articulates that the central

aim of the book is to provide an extensive review of the recent 'explosion' of empirical and

theoretical literature, concentrating on the European Union's (EU) decision making and policy

process. This aim is fulfilled admirably, in a comprehensive and accessible manner. The book

begins by examining the EU system of Government. However, the conventional approach of

examining separately each of the governing institutions is rejected in favour of examining in turn, the

Executive (Council of Ministers and Commission), Legislature (European Parliament) and Judiciary

(European Court of Justice). This classification not only increases parsimony, but also allows for the

'importation' of a wider body of political science literature in which the theories of governance have

been developed to an extent far beyond those seen in the sub-field of European Studies. The book

subsequently turns its attention to the politics of the EU, concentrating on public opinion, parties and

interest representation. Drawing extensively on recent work by Mathew Gabel, and through original

analysis of Eurobarometer data, a detailed picture is provided of the stratification of support for EU



integration throughout European society. One major conclusion is made - the European issue cuts

across the traditional left-right dimension - encouraging Europe's main political parties to play down

the European issue in domestic competition. The consequences of this conclusion are analysed in

the context of the EU's 'nascent political parties' and the prospects for majoritarian democracy -

prospects which Hix concludes are extremely limited.
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